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2016 Autumn General Meeting 
 
The 2016 Autumn General Meeting was held at the Fancott Miniature Railway and hosted by Ron 
Stanbridge. The turnout on the day was disappointing with only 15 railways present, including our hosts 
and a prospective new member, out of a membership of 45 railways. I sent out invitations to all members 
about 1 month prior to the meeting and followed up with a reminder to those railways that had not 
replied. The final count was - 17 acceptances (with 2 not able to turn up on the day due to unforeseen 
circumstances) - 11 railways sent their apologies for not being able to attend and the remaining 17 not 
replying at all. A short email stating you can't make it is all I ask. Rant Over 
 

 
 
The meeting itself actually went very well with lots of lively discussion on topics as far apart as young 
volunteers to boiler water treatment with a metal fabricated viaduct in between. The full report of the 
meeting is in the minutes which have been distributed and can also be read or downloaded from the 
members section of the website. 
 
After a very filling buffet lunch the members retired to "play trains" and we all enjoyed a pleasant 
afternoon running around the pub garden and the fields beyond. Ron has recovered amazingly well from 
his disastrous fire last year and the new engine shed looked very smart as did his two locos. Well done Ron 
and an extra big thank you to those members who lent engines and rolling stock to enable him to continue 
operating last year. Great effort all round. 
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BGLR NEWS 
 
Subscriptions 
 
It was agreed at the April meeting that subscriptions for 2017 will be collected in November so that the 
poster and brochure can be compiled in January with a known list of members who will be appearing 
rather than the usual last minute scramble. Accordingly, Peter Jackson will be distributing renewal forms as 
of now - subscriptions are unchanged for 2017 at £65 if included in the brochure and £35 if not. 
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Brochure 
 
The Autumn Meeting highlighted a mismatch with brochure numbers between railways - some had run 
out, some had plenty left. The current print run is 50k and before changing this I would like to know how 
many brochures each railway would like. I will be contacting each railway prior to the 2017 print run. The 
standard distribution is 1000 per railway. 
 
Poster 
 
The poster will be updated and published again in 2017 thanks to the sponsorship of the Embsay and 
Bolton Abbey Steam Railway' 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The 2017 AGM and Spring General Meeting will be held at Exbury Gardens Railway, The proposed date is 
March 29th but before finalising I would like to know if there are any expected clashes or other problems. 
 
Website 
 
The website is proving popular with 1000 hits most months but over 1200 hits during the school holidays. 
Fenn Bell Railway, which is just starting up, pointed out that some of the check list forms on the old 
website are no longer available, this is as a result of a poor handover of the old site and are now "lost in 
the ether". I would like to upgrade this area of the Members Only section so could I ask our railways to 
send me any check lists that they use in their operations. I would be happy to anonymize these forms if 
requested. 
 

HRA, LEGISLATION, & SAFETY REPORT 
BGLR is a corporate member of the Heritage Railway Association. Members can read HRA “members only” publications on  
www.hra.uk.com/ by entering the username bglr and the password kcnsy37   
 

The latest edition of Sidelines is available. To assist those of you who are not regular visitors to the site I 
have given a link to access the document. http://www.hra.uk.com/docs/SIDELINES%20147.pdf 
  

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway 
 
No. 1003 Western Queen 
 
1003 Western Queen was built 
by HCS Bullock in 1933 and was 
virtually identical to 1002 The 
Empress. She had piston valve 
cylinders and 12” driving wheels 
like the other 1000 series Bullock 
locomotives. The Empress was 
sold to Mr. Cookson for his 
private railway but Western 
Queen was hired out to a new 
miniature line built at Burnham-
on-Sea which opened in 1934. 

http://hra.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f8dc7108ed7711ab97f93f1d3&id=195af22e29&e=e876808b61
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After two seasons she was returned to Bullock after he discovered that she was not being looked after 
properly and then ran on his new private railway at Fox Hill, Farnborough.  
 
Alexander Kinloch went into partnership with Bullock and Western Queen pulled the first trains on their 
public line at Fox Hill, The Farnborough Miniature Railway.  Kinloch had some alterations made to Western 
Queen, the GWR fittings were removed and coal rails fitted to the tender. The locomotive returned to Fox 
Hill painted black and lettered LNER. 

 
 
1003 was transferred to the new Surrey Border and Camberley Railway and was paired with the bogie 
tender from Edward V111. She ran there until the SBCR closed upon the outbreak of WW11 and after the 
war was sold to Charles Lane, ran briefly at Hilsea and was later sold to Archie Dingle in Cornwall who ran 
her at Lowestoft and Plymouth. In Dingle’s ownership she was renamed Tamar Queen and then rebuilt by 
George Woodcock,  fitted with new slide valve cylinders and sold to Maurice Densham for his private line 
at North Tawton, Devon. 
 
In the late 1950’s Densham sold Tamar Queen along with Princess Elizabeth (previously Bullock’s 
EdwardV111) to a private owner who had a line around his house in St. Austell and she was then moved to 
the owner’s farm where a very impressive line was built deep in the country. 
 
Tamar Queen was stored for many years alongside Princess Elizabeth before being sold to Eastleigh 
Lakeside Railway in 2016 where the locomotive joins the four Bullock Pacifics already on the roster there. 
Lionel Kay 
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North Bay Railway 
 
The North Bay Railway has enjoyed a steady summer, with more than a few record days this year.  Our new 

addition Georgina has proven herself more than capable, and has clocked up just shy of 600 miles.  With 
only one qualified steam driver, the focus this year has been on staff training, and we look forward to the 
'passing out' parade early next year of the next batch of steam drivers. 
 
Georgina enjoyed a little trip away to the Great Yorkshire Show this year.  She was static but in steam and 
was very popular amongst visitors.   
 

The locomotive fleet has had a successful year, with few issues arising, and Neptune and Triton have each 
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clocked up 3500 miles since Easter. Poseidon saw a return to traffic in September after a brake system 
refurbishment, and has been well received by the public.  It never does any harm to have a big blue 
engine! Robin Hood has also seen plenty of action this year. 
 
2016 saw the first Gala days at NBR, which proved very popular.  All locomotives were in traffic, including 
double headers and some different photograph opportunities. 
 
It was with sadness that the NBR received the news that the Markeaton Park Light Railway had closed.  The 
railway has long served the people of Derby, and been a credit to the people that ran it.  The rails were in 
great condition and have been purchased by NBR, to aid the 5 year plan of rail renewals.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the staff at MPLR, and look forward to welcoming them to NBR next year to 
see that their rails have been put to good use at their new home in Yorkshire, and enjoy our railway. 
Steve Johnson, General Manager 

 

Great Laxey Mine Railway 
 
The Manx Electric Railway is a three feet gauge Victorian electric tramway operating a seventeen mile 
route between Douglas and Ramsey on the Isle of Man.  Opened in stages from 1893, the tramway still 
carries hundreds of thousands of passengers each year through some of the most beautiful scenery in the 

British Isles.   
 
However, the tourist season was short 
and the winter period long. In order to 
provide a regular income during the quiet 
winter months, the tramway company 
promoted goods services.  Agreement 
was reached with the Post Office to carry 
bags of mail between Douglas and 
Ramsey in four wheel wooden vans 
towed behind the tram.  However, in an 
arrangement unique in British tramway 
history, MER conductors were enrolled as 
postmen and collected mail from post 
boxes which were provided at many of 

the small rural stops.  Every day, a tram would stop at each line side post box for the conductor to collect 
the mail, providing a vital service in sparsely populated rural areas.    
 
The mail collection service finally ended in 1975 and the four wheel vans were taken out of use, many 
being left to slowly decay on 
numerous sidings. 
 
Mail van 16 was built in 1908 
and is of particular importance 
being only one of two 
surviving examples of rolling 
stock built by the MER.  After 
lying out of use for over three 
decades, volunteers from the 
Great Laxey Mine Railway 
began restoration of the semi 
derelict van in 2011. Following 
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major restoration of the wooden body and a complete overhaul of the under frame and running gear, the 
fully restored van recently re-entered service and is now regularly used in special events.  
 
It has been painted in a green livery with cream lettering, which it carried during the late 1950s.  Traces of 
the green paint were found during restoration and these were matched by computer to give an entirely 
authentic finish. Tony Wild,  Company Secretary 

 

Thompson Park Railway 
 
Anyone who has been following Thompson Park Railway this year will remember the awful start we had to 
the year when the park was flooded due to storm Desmond. Half of our track had to be closed down and a 
tremendous amount of work was required to make sure we could open on the first weekend of March. It 
had even been suggested that we closed the railway totally until the repairs had been finished. We 
 

 
 
decided against that and opened to the public with a truncated running track. What a year followed, the 
public came in their droves and on Sunday 30th October our final running day of the season (apart from 
our Santa Special) we managed to surpass our 2015 total to have another record year. Our Santa special 
which was postponed three times in 2015 should take place on the first weekend of December all being 
well. Our membership then take a well earned rest until the start of 2017 when it will be all hands to the 
pumps to get ready for another bumper season.  
 
The Burnley ad Pendle miniature railway society are pleased to announce that the AGM of the seven and a 
quarter society will be held at their track in Thompson Park  next September 22nd to 24th. We expect to 
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have between 40 and 60 locomotives running during the weekend. A warm welcome is sent out to all. 
Another record breaking year for us getting very close to 17000 rides.   Mike Bailey 

 

Littlehampton Miniature Railway 
 
Just over a year ago in the autumn of 2015, the operator of the 12¼ gauge ‘Littlehampton Railway’ made 
the decision to close down, and train services ceased at the end of October.  All of the rolling stock was 
removed from the Mewsbrook Park Depot in December 2015, and many local people thought that this was 

literally the end of the line for the Littlehampton Miniature Railway. In early 2016 however, a new volunteer 
organisation, the ‘Littlehampton Heritage Railway Association’ (LHRA) was set up under the chairmanship 
of Chris Shanks. The LHRA took over the running of the line on a not for profit basis, reverting to the title 
‘Littlehampton Miniature Railway’.   
 
By June, with a new lease in place, and a recently recruited band of approximately 20 volunteers from our 
40 plus membership, work started on getting the railway ready for the peak summer season.  
 
Four Severn Lamb passenger coaches, originally 
built for the West Midlands Safari Park, and 
purchased second hand from the Windmill Farm 
Railway, arrived on site towards the end of June. 
Motive power was provided in the form of the 
Hunslet diesel hydraulic loco ‘Gwril’’ which arrived 
on the railway on 1 July; thanks must go to the 
Fairbourne Railway for generously arranging the 
loan of this sturdy and reliable engine. 
 
Prior to our scheduled start of services, we ran 
some special trains for group bookings in mid-July, 
followed by an unofficial soft start day on 17 July. 
The passenger service commenced officially on 23 
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July; a grand opening ceremony - with special guests Nicholas Owen (BBC News, Classic FM) and Councillor 
Stephen Haymes (Leader of Arun District Council) took place on Saturday 13th August. 
 
Thanks to the availability and dedication of our volunteers we were able to run trains from Wednesday to 

Sunday throughout the summer 
school holidays. 
 
In September and October we ran a 
weekend only service, until the 
October half term holiday, when we 
again ran all week; our season 
finale was marked by a special night 
service on Littlehampton Bonfire 
night 29 October, with a service 
operating from 6pm to 10.30pm. 

‘Gwril’ single-handedly managed 
the busy summer traffic, but our 
new diesel electric locomotive – 
named Albert - which was 

purchased jointly by three association members, was delivered from Windmill Farm on 23 August. The 
locomotive build was started some years ago by Craig Cluyas; it was completed in 2016 by Dave Madden 
and Austin Moss at the Windmill Farm Railway. ‘Albert’ was re-gauged from 15 inches to 12 ¼ in October; 
once the loco has been tested and passed as fit for traffic ‘Gwril’ will return to Wales. 

We have a busy winter ahead of us carrying out essential track maintenance, and converting one of the 
coaches into a wheelchair accessible vehicle in time for the 2017 season. We will run trains on most 
weekdays during school holidays, and at weekends and Bank Holidays from April to October 2017. 

Future plans include a return to steam power, and we are already starting to plan our 70th Anniversary Gala 
to take place in 2018! 

North Bay Railway Engineering Services Ltd 
 
In 2013 North Bay Railway was fortunate to be awarded a free member of staff for 12 months through the 
Heritage Lottery 
Scheme and in 
December 2013 a 
second position was 
secured. Richard 
Robinson was the first 
person on board, 
followed by Callum 
Darragh. 
 
The purpose of the 
scheme was to 
provide training 
opportunities for the 
participants, but it also 
allowed a business to 
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look at the people closely, with the aim of 
creating a full time job position. 
Unfortunately, the scheme has finished but 
it did create a success rate in excess of 90% 
in creating over 65 new full time positions in 
the Heritage Sector. 
 
Initially, work was found on North Bay 
Railway, but the opportunity was there to 
build a new build and restoration business. 
Project 1 was the completion of Georgina, 
the full sized Bagnall Steam Locomotive, 
Sipat replica for North Bay Railway which 
was completed in February 2016. However, 
project number 2 was the complete 
restoration of a 2' gauge 1937 build Hunslet 
for the South Tynedale Railway. Over 23 
months this was rebuilt with over 80% being 
new components and this locomotive was 
returned to Alston last month. 
 
Both locomotives included the manufacture 
in house of their boilers and another two 
have been made with a further 3 in the 
current pipeline. 
 
We have started on building a few full size 
replica 2' Decauville 1 locomotives an 
another Sipat is under construction. In 
December a ¾ sized Burrell 6nhp Traction 
Engine will be launched 
 
We have won a number of other one off jobs and have been involved with a number of high profile narrow 

gauge new build projects as 
well a lot of components on 
narrow gauge and full size 
restoration. 
 
If there is anything we can do to 
help with other peoples 
rebuilds or if you are looking for 
new manufacture, please 
contact David Humphreys 
on 07787 967694,  
david@nbr.org.uk  in the first 
instance.  www.nbres.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:07787%20967694
mailto:david@nbr.org.uk
http://www.nbres.co.uk/
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Eastleigh Lakeside Railway 
 

Throughout the Summer, the railway operated 
daily with many trains fully loaded with families 
taking advantage of pleasant weather 
conditions and enjoying picnics in the Country 
Park.  Over several weekends special events 
were held including ‘Day Out With Thomas’ 
sessions that introduced many young people to 
the delights of steam engines. 
 
The ever popular Big Four Weekend on the 20th 
and 21st August saw some notable visitors from 
the Ingfield Light Railway joined with Lakeside’s 
own engines. These visitors included 4-6-0 
Southern ‘King Arthur’ Class No: 771 ‘Sir 
Sagramore’, G.W.R. No: 2165 Bury Port 0-6-0 
that was built for Bob Symes, 4-6-0 No: 46100 
‘Royal Scot’ and, importantly, 4-4-2 Atlantic 
L.N.E.R. 3292 ‘John Terrence’. It was an 
interesting occasion since it was probably the 
first time that ‘John Terrence’ built in 1908 by 
Grimshaw, and rebuilt by H.C.S Bullock in the 
1930s, and Bullock’s own built No: 1001 ‘The 
Monarch’ had been together since they were 
stabled at Captain Holders’ Keeping Railway in 
the New Forest also in the 1930s.  
 
The Small Engines’ Gala, a celebration of the 
7¼˝ gauge that took place over the weekend of 
17th & 18th September had several visiting 
locomotives including two 0-4-2 Talyllyn Railway 
‘Tom Rolt’ s that ran spectacularly double 
headed around the track. Making a return visit 
to Eastleigh were 4-6-0 G.W.R. No: 6868 
‘Penrhos Grange’ ,Black Five No: 45440 and 
G.W.R. 4300 class Mogul No: 5319 complete 
with its train of munitions. James Duncan’s 
North Eastern Railway T Class 0-8-0 No: 430 
proved to be a very welcome attraction. 
Another unusual attraction was the site of the 
first tri-gauge track at Parkway Station where a 
section of 8¼˝ gauge line was laid so that No: 
815 ‘Carolyn’ from The Bankside Miniature 
Railway could operate for the first time in its life 
on ground level track. 
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An important event took place in the first week 
of October when another Bullock built 
locomotive No: 1003 ‘Western Queen’ arrived at 
Eastleigh although it will be some time before it 
is ready for service on the railway. 
 
The Schools’ half term holiday once again saw 
the railway operating daily services and it was 
gratifying to see the trains well patronised. The 
final event of half term was the Hallowe’en 
Special trains all of which were steam hauled and 
the locomotives were decked out with unusual 
faces. As the trains negotiated the circuit, they 
were intercepted by ghastly creatures and 
ghoulish beings and bombarded with frightening 
noises. On reaching Monks Brook Halt, 
passengers were entertained by  scarily garbed 
volunteers who read very atmospheric ghost 
stories. 
 
We now have to look forward to the Santa 
Specials and Christmas running. - Lionel Kay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mizens Railway (Woking Miniature Railway) 
 
A vintage fairground organ from Holland was the centre of attention at our Oktoberfest on the 
16th October.  There were a host of attractions from funfair rides and vintage cars to craft and produce 
stalls. 
  
The event was organised by Paul Kirrage.   We were very lucky with the weather.  There had been 12 hours 
of heavy rain but at about 10.30 a.m. the sun came out.  It was a record turnout, the car park was full, and 
cars were queuing to get in.   
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The star of the show was the vintage fairground 
organ.  Built in 1900 it is now part of the collection of 
mechanical musical instruments of the Dutch National 
Museum Speelklok in Utrecht.  It was brought to 
Knaphill especially for the festival and played for the 
first time in the UK. 
  
There were also some traction engines and a display 
of cars from Brooklands Museum. Our railway gave 
1295 rides keeping us very busy all day. Joyce Griffiths 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STANSTED PARK LIGHT RAILWAY  
                                                                                                                                                                                          
This year Halloween turned out to be quite an event. It was held over three nights of October 29th, 30th and 
31st. Fortunately the weather stayed calm with no rain but also, for the first time in many years, there was 
no moon so the headlights on the locomotives was an essential. This year, over a period of four hours each 

night, we moved more passengers than ever 
before using two trains. Considering this was 
at night it was a great achievement by all 
concerned. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Our passengers were on site primarily having 
been to the House at Stansted Park for, as 
billed ‘three nights of fabulous fiendish family 
fun’. This included the haunted mansion, 
ghost trail, mysterious maze, spooky  
story telling, fire juggling and quite separately 
the spooky train ride. Most people got in to 
the ‘spirit’ of things and turned up in 
costume. Queuing was inevitable but most of 
our passengers were in good humour and put 
up with the delay. 

                                                                                                                                                                        
Unfortunately we are not able to do Santa Specials so the Halloween event and the Easter Trail, are the 
most important ones of the year.  Wally Pearson  

 

Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway 
 

This quarters report has lots of good news but is tinged with one piece of bad.  So to get the bad news over 
first, some of you may already know that on Saturday 10th September our number 1 locomotive ‘Green 
Goddess’ was hit by a large tractor on the ‘up’ at Occupation Crossing 10 just north of Dymchurch Station.  
The result of this impact caused it to derail and turn on its side.  This in turn derailed the tender and the 
first bogie of the first carriage in the set.  There were no serious injuries and everyone was put on buses to 
reach their destinations.  Green Goddess will now be inspected by our insurers and Engineering 
Department, but it is feared she will need some heavy repair work before being put back into service. 
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Now for the ‘good news’.  Dungeness had the new ‘End of the Line’ Restaurant open for business as 
promised on the Whitsun weekend. Also in August we had an Official public opening by Roger Daltrey CBE 
lead singer of ‘The Who’ and a great railway enthusiast as well.  The building has passed all expectations 
with customers appreciating the new viewing facilities, kitchens and restaurant seating.  So all the hard 

work in the planning and rebuilding has all been worthwhile. 
 
The railway had another good summer season with passenger numbers increasing significantly over the 
previous year.  This was a pleasant surprise for us as one or two motorway closures at the start of the year 
made us fear ‘Operation Stack’ would affect us again.  The Bus Rally, Gala and Halloween have all done 
really well, and it looks as if the Santa Specials are beating previous years as the bookings are coming in 
thick and fast. 
 
The Management and Staff of the Romney wish all BGLR members a Happy and Prosperous Christmas and 
New Year. Peter Carpenter 

 

Exbury Gardens Railway 
 
Following on from a successful planning 
application and subsequent environmental 
study, the EGR have started work on their new 
extension. This will run around the north side of 
Northern Lake rather than, as now, the south 
side. The extension will also incorporate a new 
station and picnic area for visitors. Work on 
digging out the track bed is currently underway. 
The build will be a race against time and very 
weather  dependant as the railway will be 
running Polar Express trains during December 
and as most of the current rails are being used 
on the extension, to minimise costs, track laying 
can't even start until the old track is removed. 
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The railway staff who are carrying out all this work in house are confident that the extension will be ready 
for the opening of the gardens on March 22nd.  
 
Those members attending the 2017 AGM on March 29th will be able to ride over the new extension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter prepared and circulated by 
Tony Davies, Short Acres, Tiptoe Road, Wootton, New Milton, Hants, BH25 5SJ  
Tel No – 01425 616622.  
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All photographs are the copyright of the Railway featured in the article, unless stated otherwise. 
BRITAIN’S GREAT LITTLE RAILWAYS Ltd Registered Office:- Moors Valley Railway, Moors Valley Country Park, Horton Road, Ashley Heath, 
RINGWOOD, Dorset BH24 2ET 
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 3143331 
BGLR Website – www.bglr.org 

http://www.bglr.org/

