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Jack, the Exbury Gardens Railway Dog 
 
Railway staff and regular visitors were saddened recently to learn of the death of "Jack The Railway Dog". 
The railway yard was like a home from home for Jack who quickly endeared himself to everyone as he 
oversaw the engine preparation each morning from the comfort of his bed outside the engine shed. This 
was often followed by a brisk walk to carry out the daily track inspection with a member of the railway 

team. Following a quick 
snack in 
the mess room. it was 
then time to stroll up the 
platform to supervise the 
loading of the passengers 
before jumping into the 
guards van for a circuit or 
two of "Guard Dog" 
duties.  
This was regularly 
followed by a photo shoot 
as passengers waited in 
line to take a snap of 
our little colleague as he 
rested on the soft cushion 
of the guards seat. The 
highlight of Jack's day was 
lunchtime when he 

eagerly awaited the unwrapping of my sausage sandwiches, said railway foreman Ian Wilson who, to every 
ones amusement, often spoke to Jack in an American accent as he was born in Texas. Our little friend will 
be sadly missed. 

 
 
BGLR NEWS 
 
The date for the Autumn General Meeting is Wednesday October 7th at the Beer Heights Light Railway 
situated in Pecorama, Mare Lane, Beer, Seaton, Devon EX12 3NA. The meeting will start at 11.00 am.  
 

HRA, LEGISLATION, & SAFETY REPORT 
BGLR is a corporate member of the Heritage Railway Association. Members can read HRA “members only” publications on  
www.heritagerailways.com by entering the username bglr and the password kcnsy37   

 

There is no update since the Spring General Meeting. The latest issues of Broadlines and Sidelines is 
available from the HRA website – the login information is given above. 
 

http://www.heritagerailways.com/
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Great Cockcrow Railway 
 
Ian Allan OBE 
 

It is with the greatest 
regret that we must 
announce the passing of 
our owner, Ian Allan, 
OBE. Without his 
generosity and 
leadership, there would 
be no Great Cockcrow 
Railway. It was he who, 
in the early Sixties, 
allowed the transfer of 
the Greywood Central to 
our current site and, 
throughout the early 
years, could often be 
seen driving round the 
track in very spirited 

fashion! 
 
His enthusiasm and support enabled us to become the railway we are today and many of us who knew him 
over the years have a wealth of memories and stories about Ian, both as a colleague and a friend. 
 
In recent years, his visits became less frequent but he still played a large part in our 40th Anniversary 
celebrations in 2008 and formally opened our new Station Building in 2012 on his 90th birthday. 
 
Our thoughts go out to his family at this sad time. 
 
 

Burnley and Pendle Miniature Railway 
 
We started running this year in Mid March and so far we have had a reasonably successful year with only 3 

wash outs so far. If things continue we are looking 
at a record year. We held our 25th Anniversary 
weekend over the spring bank holiday weekend 
and it was a great success. We had several visiting 
locos as well as a vintage coach and American 
Hummer. We have decided to do a regular visitor 
weekend each year now the last weekend in June. 
We are always in a position to welcome visiting 
locos at any time of the running year contact 
details on our website www.bpmrs.org.uk. Our 
regular Teddy Bears Picnic takes place the last 
Sunday in July and this has become a very popular 
event. We give free rides to children who bring 

http://www.bpmrs.org.uk/


 3 

their Teddy bears to the picnic. Members dress up as 
bears and the event is usually  a great success.  
 
This year we are adding a new event to our calendar 
and this will become a regular event on the last 
Sunday in August. This will be Super Hero Day any 
child who comes to the railway dressed as a super 
hero. Disney character or in fancy dress will get a free 
ride on the trains. Keep on Chuffin'   - Mike Bailey  
 

 
 
 
Stansted Park Light Railway 
 
Over the past few years we have lost from service several locomotives due to boiler failures. The Romulus 
had tube failure, resulting in a commercial rebuild of the boiler. It is still being refitted. The ‘Ladybird’ 
locomotive has suffered a serious problem of tube/backhead interface leakage. The steel tubes have been 
removed and the boiler is awaiting the fitting of new tubes. The Baldwin locomotive also had a similar 
problem although the tubes were copper. The tubes are currently being removed and will be replaced, 
again with copper, once the steel interface has been re-reamed to remove the corrosion. It is questionable 
if this is coincidence or is there some specific reason? 
 
The Roanoke petrol locomotive ‘Grafter’ has done sterling work over the past ten years but now, like the 
rest of us, is suffering from old age. We have however managed to maintain our usual service with steadily 
increasing passenger numbers. This has resulted in the requirement to refurbish current coaches and build 

new ones. 
 
It has also been 
necessary to purchase 
more locomotives. To 
give the option of 
running longer trains the 
heavy duty Bo-Bo 
locomotive Rio Grande 
Number 1982 was 
purchased. Some of you 
may remember this  
running at Comrie. 
Earlier this year we also 
purchased the Tinkerbell 
locomotive ‘Stanley’ 
from a railway in North 
Yorkshire.  
 
 
 

This locomotive has required some degree of upgrade since it is now having to work much harder than in 
its previous location. 
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Sherwood Forest Railway 
 
 
 
These coaches were built by Seven-
Lamb Engineering in England for 
export to the Bushmill Railway in 
Tasmania in 1988. They were 
imported back to England by the 
Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway in 
2006. They were acquired this year by 
the SFR for restoration. The first 
coach is now nearing completion and 
we hope to use it in service this 
Summer. The pictures shows her in 
GWR colours. 
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Loco Anne Repaired 
 
Our battery electric loco has been repaired by Derek 
Moss and Mike Bains. Derek is well known in the 
railway world as an electric transmission expert and 
operator of 15" gauge railway, Haigh Hall Railway, 
Wigan. He very quickly sorted out Annes's problems 
and she was just like new at the end of the day, its 
brilliant to have her back in service as stand by loco 
and shunter. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Restoration work is gathering speed on Longleat 
coach 2 with new tram car style seats and bogie 
rebuild nearing completion. 
 

The station entrance has been repainted along 
with hanging baskets and a new rockery built 
alongside the path to the railway planted up with 
Livingstone daises. Refreshed and ready for the 
Summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fancott Miniature Railway 
 
We are now up and 
running after a break of 
three months following the 
fire that destroyed the 
engine shed and all of the 
rolling stock. The running 
has begun with a loco, 
Nipper and coaches loaned 
to us by Swanley New Barn 
Railway to whom we are 
very grateful. 
 
Now with the help of the 
pub owners we have 
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purchased a Mardyke Hymek called Dark Star. The 
burn out shed has been replaced with a combined 
engine and carriage shed. We still need the loan of 
some carriages for this season before we are able 
to replace the ones that we lost - please contact  
 
me if you can help - Ron Stanbridge - 
thefmr@live.co.uk 

 
We are still hoping that the at least one of the locos 
burnt out in the fire can be renovated and are still 
looking for someone to help us move forward. 
 
It's great to be up and running again and we hope 
that the railway will come back bigger and better. 
 

 
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway 
 
There has been much activity at Lakeside with a great deal of effort being concentrated in the workshop 
with the overhaul of 7¼” gauge 4-4-2 Atlantic No: 4789 ‘William Baker’ being completed and, following a 
period of ‘running in’ to iron out any problems, has now returned to the operational fleet. With space 
available, 10¼” gauge 4-6-0 Lord Nelson No: 850 ‘Lord Nelson’ entered the workshop for routine 
maintenance. This was followed by two resident 10¼” gauge locomotives; Bullock 4-6-2 Pacific No: 2006 
‘Edward VIII’ and 4-6-0 No: 6100 ‘Royal Scot’ since it was found that both had life expired smokeboxes 
requiring to be replaced and additionally, ‘Royal Scot’ also needs a retube. New smokeboxes have been 
delivered and ‘Edward VIII’ was the first to receive its replacement and it is expected that boiler and 
frames will be re-united shortly so that it can be operational in readiness for the Summer season.  

 
 At the end of June, 
10¼” gauge Pacific No: 
6220 ‘Coronation’ 
looked quite the ugly 
duckling with its 
streamlining removed 
as it was prepared for 
boiler test which it 
passed with flying 
colours. 



 7 

Meanwhile, off site at Jesse Moody’s workshop, 
progress is steadily being made with the 
construction of the new rebuilt Merchant Navy 
Pacific No: 35004 ‘Cunard White Star’ and it is 
looking more like a proper locomotive rather 
than a kit of parts. A significant moment in the 
life of this locomotive was in early February 
when, for the first time, the motion was 
operated under compressed air. Although there 
is no specific time scale for the completion of 
this engine, it is anticipated that it will make an 

appearance at Lakeside within the next twelve 
months. 
 
Although a considerable amount of time has 
been spent in the workshop, the infrastructure 
has not been forgotten with the track work and 
points from the engine shed and turntable being 
realigned to make it easier for the longer wheel 

based locomotives to negotiate the curves. In order to 
bend the rails, an intriguing piece of machinery designed 
and built by the late Maurice Mattingly which allows 
rails to be passed through a series of hydraulically 
moveable rollers to create the correct amount of 
curvature. 
 
The railway was pleased to welcome two teams of 
young engineers who had entered the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers’ Railway Challenge the final of 
which was held at the end of June at the Stapleford 
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Miniature Railway. One of the teams came from 
Swindon’s TE Connectivity and was made up of a group 
of graduates whilst the second was from the University 
of Southampton’s School of Engineering whose 
members were all undergraduates. The locomotives 
created by both these groups were impressive, 
especially all the electronic and technical wizardry 
which allowed the vehicles to be controlled remotely 
by tablet devices and the ability to capture energy 
whilst breaking. All at the railway were pleased to learn 
that the University of Southampton’s team came a 
creditable third in the competition behind two teams 
entered by professional railway organisations. 

 
No: 850 ‘Lord Nelson’ took a short break away from Lakeside and visited Ingfield Light Railway, which is in 
the grounds of Ingfield Manor School, for a couple of weekends. Whilst on the subject of ‘Lord Nelson’, the 
7¼” gauge model of No: 850 ‘Lord Nelson’  built by Jesse Moody is still for sale  and any enquiries should be 
directed to Eastleigh Lakeside Railway. Report and all photographs by Lionel Kay 
 

Beer Heights Light Railway 
 
New Mini based engine to be named in August 
 
John Macdougall, Chief Mechanical Engineer of the Beer Heights Lights Railway, has been designing and 
constructing since the winter of 2011, a special internal combustion engine, code named “Mini”. 
 
This locomotive is primarily 
being built to replace 
Pecorama’s ageing Severn 
Lamb built diesel Jimmy, 
which is being phased into 
retirement.  “Mini” is 
designed to offer much 
greater power and driver 
comfort than Jimmy as well 
as being considerably 
quieter in operation and to 
that end, the power unit selected is a mini motor car 998 cc petrol engine incorporating an automatic 
transmission. 
  
Sir Alec Issigonis, designer of the classic Mini way back in 1959, developed an engine and gearbox 
combination so compact as to fit transversely in the first really small, economical and affordable modern 
front wheel drive car of its kind. He would never have guessed that all these years later, it would also prove 
ideal for our new locomotive, for it so happens to fit neatly within the available bonnet space.  In this 
instance, of course, the engine is fitted longitudinally. But “petrol engine” I hear you say? Well, actually, 
the plan is to convert it to run on LPG, or Auto gas, giving it greener credentials and making it cheaper to 
run than a conventional petrol machine. The beauty of the petrol engine is that it is very quiet compared to 
a diesel, as well as being simple and reliable. Parts are also very cheap and easy to obtain. 
  
The new loco’ was mechanically complete early in the summer of 2014 and underwent trials during that 
season and occasionally was pressed into service on passenger duties for several hours at a time, due to 
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unexpected demand or problems with another locomotive. So far, it has performed faultlessly and proved 
surprisingly popular with visitors as they were, unusually, able to see all the working “innards” of the 
machine running without its body panelling! 
 

 
 
‘’ Our new locomotive will put the ‘eco’ into Pecorama! It will run on liquid petroleum gas and a bi-product 
of petrol distillation and gives off only a fraction of the harmful emissions of conventional diesel and petrol 
engines’ said CME of the Beer Heights Light Railway John Macdougall. 
  
The loco is now complete with bodywork and will be painted and polished, ready for Sunday the 30th of 
August when the Naming Ceremony will take place. BBC News Correspondent Ben Ando, a railway 
enthusiast, will perform the unveiling as part of the week- long series of railway events, celebrating 40 
years of the Beer Heights Light Railway. Celebrations will take place Monday 24th – Monday 31st of 
August and further information can be found on our website: www.pecorama.info 

 
HOTHAM PARK MINIATURE RAILWAY 
 
New locomotive project 
 
For some time we have been putting together the plans for a new locomotive.. This is to be based on a 
class 33 which as many have tried is not easy to scale down and still get it to look right.  It is to be a battery 
electric driven by 4 x 1KW motors, two per bogie.  This then got bogged down over the manufacture and 
delivery of the motor bogies.  These have now arrived so we were able to press on with the rest of the 
locomotive.  Progress to date shows the bodywork and chassis are well developed and we hope to 
complete later this year.  Still lots to do before we even get to putting glass in the windows, fixing the doors, 

installing air systems for the brakes and finally the batteries to make it move..  Hopefully the weather will be 
fine and dry throughout the holiday so that we fund the rest of the build. 

http://www.pecorama.info/
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Exbury Gardens Steam Railway 
 
Exbury has had a particularly good season to date with visitor numbers up on previous years.  
 

Three new drivers are being trained up and we are 
delighted to announce that Moors Valley Railway 
have implemented a new safety announcement 
system on the station.  
 
With the warmer weather we’ve been 
experiencing, there has been a lot of line-side 
pruning to take care of.  
 
Eastleigh Railway Works have kindly donated a 
Station Hand Barrow and three Southern Railway 
Ground Signals which are being restored on site by 
Neil Carrington and will be installed in the yard 
shortly. 
 
Exbury has also welcomed a new PR and Marketing 
Manager, Susie James, who is on hand to promote 
the railway so do get in touch if there is any partner 
promotions you think would be worth considering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter prepared and circulated by 
Tony Davies, Short Acres, Tiptoe Road, Wootton, New Milton, Hants, BH25 5SJ  
Tel No – 01425 616622.  
e-mail – tony@short-acres.fsnet.co.uk or dublorunner@gmail.com 
 
All photographs are the copyright of the Railway featured in the article, unless stated otherwise. 
BRITAIN’S GREAT LITTLE RAILWAYS Ltd Registered Office:- Moors Valley Railway, Moors Valley Country Park, Horton Road, Ashley Heath, 
RINGWOOD, Dorset BH24 2ET 
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 3143331 
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