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AGM and SPRING GENERAL MEETINGS 
 
At 10.15 when I arrived at the Bradford Arms there was a blizzard in full progress and I wondered how 
many members would make it and even if we would be able to get home after the meeting. In the end the 
snow stopped fairly quickly and although the sun never came out the weather was just about acceptable 
for a train ride in the afternoon. Bruce Whalley hosted the meeting in the Bradford Arms and at his railway 
in the afternoon. 

 
The meeting saw the retirement of Maureen Atkinson, our Treasurer and also Mike Hanson. I would like to 
thank them both for the dedicated work that they have put in to assist the smooth running of BGLR. Peter 
Jackson has been appointed as our new Treasurer and can be contacted at snbrailway@yahoo.co.uk or on 
07711 787289. His postal address is 35 Cowley Avenue, Greenhithe, Dartford. DA9 9QA 
 
The minutes of the two meetings have been circulated to all members and posted on the Members Only 
section of the website along with the Year End Accounts. 
 
The meetings were lively and interesting and it was good to meet the owners of the proposed Fenn Bell 
Miniature Railway which is currently in the planning application stage. After a pleasant lunch and 
distribution of the 2016 Posters and Brochures the members drove the short distance to Weston Park to 
play trains. A ride behind the Garrett was especially good despite the wind and near freezing temperature. 
The last time that the BGLR visited Weston Park their new engine shed was at the foundations stage but 
this time it was completely finished and what a wonderful building it is -an engine shed to be proud of and 
there was also a heater in it which provided a welcome opportunity to thaw out. I thoroughly enjoyed my  
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day meeting the members and playing trains even though the sad news of the sudden death of Steve 
Hardin on February 27th was hard to absorb as Steve and I had spent a lot of time chatting at the Autumn 
meeting at Beer Heights. Many thanks to Bruce and his team for a great day out. 
 
 

 
 
Preparations for Easter running and then the school holidays meant that Jim Haylock and I were unable to 
post out the posters and brochures to those members who were unable to attend the meetings but they 
should be in the post by the time the Newsletter is published. 



 3 

 
 
BGLR NEWS 
 
The BGLR Autumn General Meeting will be held at the Fancott Miniature Railway. The Fancott,  Luton Road 
Toddington, Bedfordshire.  LU5 6HT and hosted by Ron Stanbridge with a provisional date of October 12th. 
If anyone knows of a clash with HRA or any other railway organisation can they let me know so that I can 
rearrange. 
 
I have noticed on the website that some railways give running times and prices but these still reflect 2015, 
could you let me have your 2016 information and I will update them. 
 
In the minutes of the Spring General Meeting there is a report on the Voluntary Inspection Scheme which 
stated  
 
" The meeting decided that if the BGLR had a list of suitably Competent Persons then a railway could 
contact BGLR, a local Competent Person be identified and between them they could set up an inspection. 
 
If you or someone on your railway fits the definition of Suitable Competent Person and is willing to carry out 
an inspection at a nearby railway please give their name and contact details to the Secretary so that he can 
begin producing such a list". 
 
I have already received one provisional person to add to this list, please let me know if you would like your 
name to go onto the list.  
 

HRA, LEGISLATION, & SAFETY REPORT 
BGLR is a corporate member of the Heritage Railway Association. Members can read HRA “members only” publications on  
www.hra.uk.com/ by entering the username bglr and the password kcnsy37   
 

During 2015 the HRA produced a series of guidance note on Safe Operations. All of these are available on 
the Members Only HRA website. They include 
Risk Assessment 
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Management of Safety Critical Work 
Safety Management Systems 
Safety Audits 
Emergency Planning 
 
Not everything in these Guidance Notes is applicable to miniature railways but they are a very useful 
indication of what should be included in your own railways SMS and Rule Book. They are all available as a 
downloadable pdf and would be useful to have in your library especially if involved in any incident as it 
would confirm your awareness of best practices 
 

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway 
 
2016 promises to be another busy year on the RHDR, from Valentines Evening Diner through to Santa 
Specials we have a full and varied timetable, with over 28 different events organised this season.   
 
I mentioned in the last newsletter about the re-build of Dungeness Café, but what I didn’t know was the  

 
problem we would have with the builders 
going bust!!!  This has now been resolved and 
another team brought in to do the work but,  
 

 
 
as you would expect this has delayed work 
and we will now open the new restaurant 
for Whitsun week.  In the meantime we 
have brought in temporary catering and 
shop/toilets facilities to serve the public till 
then.  So we have once again scheduled 
trains to stop there from Easter. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Number six ‘Samson’ is in the throws of a major overhaul, and too facilitate this we have temporarily taken 
on an assistant to help our Chief Engineer ‘Martin Blackwell’ complete the task.  This will also ensure we 
can continue to serve our external customers needs at this busy time.  Number two ‘Northern Chief’ is very  
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close to completion and will be back in traffic for our Steam and Diesel Gala in May.  We are expecting a 
visiting engine for that weekend, but the details are still being finalised as I write. 
 
Plans are being made for 2017 as it is our 90th anniversary, (where did that time go?).  Big celebrations are 
being proposed and these will include Hythe and New Romney towns plus local schools being involved with 
the RHDR’s festivities.  We also have an early ambition to include ten Romney locos in steam!  As they say 
“watch this space”! 
 
This just leaves me too once again wish you all a prosperous 2016 running year. Peter Carpenter 

 
Thompson Park Railway 
 
After my last report from Thompson Park this report is not quite dramatic. A tremendous amount of work 

since early January by the majority of our membership has seen the whole of the 'Milburn Loop' cleaned of 
contaminated ballast and work is now ongoing on the remainder, the most contaminated section of our 

track. Because of the hard work put in at weekends and Wednesdays we opened to the public on Saturday 
5th March running trains round the 'Milburn Loop' twice. We have had two live broadcasts on BBC radio 
Lancashire appealing for help and we have been lucky to acquire 8 students from Burnley College who  
have been coming down for a couple of hours on Wednesday afternoons to give us a hand. The worst part 
of the track which is around the bend after our first crossing has now been cleared of all the contaminated 
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ballast and we are in the process of washing the silt out of it. Work has started on relining this section with 
edging stone acquired at a great discount from Marshalls. The work we hope will be finished for Easter 
when we hope to open the full track again. Finally our new Class 91 is in the final stages of a major repaint 
in the BR colours of its full size brother and again we hope to have it running in the not too distant future. 
The picture of class 91 is before we started work on it. Regards Mike Bailey 
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Eastleigh Lakeside Steam Railway 
 
Over the last few weeks, regular, routine maintenance on the track, locomotives and rolling stock has been 
the order of the day. Owing to constant use, the point work and track bed at the end of Platform One that 

provides access to either the by-pass road or to Platform 
Two at Parkway Station was in need of some remedial work 
and, at the beginning of March, the point work was 
removed and replaced with a temporary section of track 
allowing continued use of Platform Two. This temporary 
track was removed at the end of services on Sunday 6th 
March, making it possible for the track bed to be renewed 
and strengthened. Meanwhile, the point work had been 
rebuilt in the railway’s own workshop and was re-installed 
on Tuesday 8th March and back in service in readiness for 
the weekend’s trains.  
Alongside the repair of the points, a number of locomotives, 

including Britannia Pacific No: 70055 ‘Rob Roy’ , Bullock built 4-6-2 No: 1002 ‘The Empress’, un-rebuilt 
Merchant Navy 21C1 ‘Channel Packet’ also entered the workshop for repairs.  
It is gratifying to note, that co-operation exists between the operators of miniature railways since the 
workshop was the temporary home 
to No: 815 ‘Carolyn’ the 8¼˝ gauge 
locomotive from the nearby 
Bankside Miniature Railway. 
‘Carolyn’ required new tyres and 
axles – the tyres needing to be 
turned and profiled using Lakeside’s 
impressive array of machinery.  At 
one point, nearly one hundred years 
of miniature locomotive building was 
on display in the workshop with 
‘Carolyn’, built 1924, sandwiched 
between No: 1002 ‘The Empress’,  

 
built 1933 and No: 21C1 ‘Channel Packet’ built 2011. 
On Saturday 13th February, the railway was pleased to host Roger 
Hammett, a reporter from Radio Solent, the local BBC Station, who 
interviewed a number of volunteers as part of an outside broadcast 
and, although it was somewhat cold and wet, it did not dampen 
Roger’s enthusiasm for the sights and sounds of two locomotives in 
steam, nor for the railway itself, and this was most certainly 
conveyed to the listener. 
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The first of the railway’s special events, the 
Spring Steam Gala took place on Sunday 20th 
March, and despite it being cold, dull and 
overcast, the numbers attending were 
exceptional with all the trains double -headed. 
Unfortunately, the ‘Lakes Express’ the popular 
‘reverse running’ train, had to be postponed to 
a later date owing to the number of passengers 
crowding on to the platform. The number of 
people visiting the railway, for the Easter Egg 
Hunt, was also up on last year hopefully, a trend 
that will continue throughout 2016. 
Off site, work progresses on No:  35004 ‘Cunard 
White Star’ and although a date for completion 
has never been fixed, it looks increasingly likely 
that the re-built Merchant Navy Pacific will be 
‘launched’ sometime this year. 

Our next themed event is the Super Power Weekend on 
23rd and 24th April when it is hoped that a number of 
visiting locomotives will be present. 
Lionel Kay 
Photographs by Lionel Kay  

Top - Installing the refurbished point at the end of Platform One 
2nd - Photograph taken inside Lakeside’s workshop showing nearly one 

hundred years of miniature locomotive construction.10¼˝ Un-rebuilt 
Merchant Navy 21C1 ‘Channel Packet’,  8¼˝ gauge No:815 ‘Carolyn’ from 
Bankside Miniature Railway and Bullock built Pacific No: 1002 ‘The Empress’    
3rd - Volunteers David and Rob Hart being interviewed by Radio Solent’s 
reporter Roger Hammett     

 
4th - 4-6-0 No: 6100 ‘Royal Scot’ and 4-6-2 Pacific No: 6220 ‘Coronation’ double 

heading Spring Gala  
Bottom - Heavily loaded train heading back to Parkway Station during the Spring 

Gala  

 
 

 

Bure Valley Railway 
 
On Saturday, 16 April at 15:05 the first passenger train will enter the new platform at the Bure Valley 
Railway’s Wroxham Station and the platform will officially opened by David Hastings, a founding supporter 
of the Railway and Ken Girvan, Chairman of the Friends of the Bure Valley Railway.  
 
 This major project to remodel Wroxham Station and provide an additional platform has been a long held 
ambition of the Company. The platform provides the potential for train frequency on the railway to be 
doubled. During 2016 the new platform will be used for relief trains, but will allow a totally new timetable 
to be operated in 2017. 
 
The project was made possible with support from The Friends of The Bure Valley Railway. 
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 Andrew Barnes, Managing Director, says “it is great to see passenger numbers continue to increase and 
the new platform will allow us greater flexibility within our timetable and to keep pace with the demand.   
Norfolk is a great tourist destination and the Bure Valley Railway provides visitors a nostalgic steam 
experience to and from the Norfolk Broads. 
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North Bay Railway, our Steamy affair! 
 
Many of you will know we have a new addition to our 85 year old pacific steam outline diesel hydraulics. 
An 0-4-0 Bagnall 'Sipat' called 'Georgina'.  Officially named and launched on 23rd March, the novelty with 
'Georgina' is she is not a miniature at all, she is exactly the size she was intended to be, narrow gauge.  The 
name came about as the middle name of the wife of our engineer , and as these locomotives had names 
related to their crews family, we saw it fitting to honour this and breakaway from the NBR tradition, much 
as steam is.  'Georgina' is the first steam locomotive to ever run on North Bay metals in our 85 year history. 
Georgina has been built over roughly 2 years by North Bay Railway Engineering Services LTD, our in house 
engineering firm who have lately expanded into work for other railways.  
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Editors Note - Back in November 2015 David sent me some pictures and a short article about the new 
steam engine they were building inhouse and I missed them out of the January Newsletter so here are a 
couple of those pictures prior to it being completed. 
 
So need a mile long air line! 
 

 
 

New loco ran the full length of the railway to prove no clashes and it goes through points either on land 
based source of air or using the air brake line on Triton.  Now returned to Burniston workshop and boiler 
back on. Aiming for it to be completed in about 8 weeks. 
 
In other news, roughly 1/4 mile of track has had sleeper renewals, largely done by our ever growing 
volunteer work force.  It is hoped we will have another packing session over the next few weeks and final 
ballasting will be completed in May/June. 
 
Over winter, Neptune, Triton and Poseidon have received attention, generally a bit of tender love and care 
to get rid of some of the issues a hard working season brings.  Robin Hood has provided the motive power 
for the permanent way train. 
 
Coach B3 has received new wheels and axles, the first in our program of work on our coaching stock. 
Despite the Easter holidays being earlier and the weather not being its best, we have enjoyed a positive 
start to the season, largely helped on by our new celebrity which has brought in a lot of interest. 
 
Main article by Steve Johnson, supplement by David Humphreys, all pictures are copyright NBR 
 
 

STANSTED PARK LIGHT RAILWAY 
 
Easter weekend this year turned out to be very busy for the Railway. We worked in conjunction with the 
Pavilion Tea room who were running an Easter Egg Hunt for the children. We ran non-stop for the 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday and continued on the following Wednesday, so we had a lot of very happy 
customers. 
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Over the months of January and 
February we had to remain 
closed on Wednesdays in order 
to spend time on the track. 
Having been in place for over 
eleven years many of the 
sleepers had reached the end of 
their life and were replaced. At 
the same time the Estate 
replaced the lineside fencing 
with a Ranch Style fence. At the 
present time it looks a little stark 
but after a few months it will 
mellow. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Swanley New Barn Railway – Our 30th Year 
 

2016 is our railways 30th year of operation, and we will be celebrating that fact in style with a big event on 
the 23rd and 24th July. The council have agreed for us to have stalls and traction engines in the park (up to a 
limit), and we are hoping to see some visiting engines on the track. We have also launched a new look 
website. 
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Since the last report, we have had two new locomotives enter service. The first, Aneirin (built by Peter 
Beevers) is a single fairlie with a family resemblance to the Ffestiniog Railway’s Taliesin. The second is 
Niseag (a second hand Mardyke class 47 from the Ness Islands Railway and given a Gaelic name to reflect 
that, which our members chose, and then they also chose Network SouthEast colours!) There are pictures 

of both below. We are also expecting a class 67 style diesel to enter service this year, built by one of our 
members, and in our workshop a Tinkerbell is under construction and coming along nicely. 
 
During 2016 we will be holding some charity events, the first has been and gone and was our steam only 
charity day on the 1st January, where Tinkerbell from Moors Valley Railway joined the home fleet of Prince 
Sheian, Aneirin and Suisaidh pulling trains in aid of the Ffestiniog Railway wagon tracks appeal. We are also 
holding another two charity evenings that coincide with a cinema in the park night, both nights will raise 



 14 

funds for a heritage railway good cause or two. 
 
We have applied for planning permission for a new larger loco shed, and we hope to start the build this 
winter. This will greatly increase our loco shed capacity, allowing us to safely store more locomotives in the 
future. 
 

Great Laxey Mine Railway 
 

“Wasp” 
 
For the first time since Wasp was purchased by the Great Laxey Mine Railway in May 2009, the battery 
locomotive has undergone a major overhaul. 
 
Wasp was manufactured in October 1973 by Clayton Traction Equipment and was initially owned by C V 
Buchan and Co Ltd of Swynnerton in Staffordshire.  The locomotive was purchased from Alan Keef Ltd of 
Ross on Wye which overhauled Wasp prior to delivery to the Mine Railway. 
 

 
 
For some months the volunteers had noticed that Wasp’s performance was deteriorating and the decision 
was therefore made in January this year to strip the locomotive and undertake a full service. This work has 
involved the removal of the battery compartment to access the single motor which drives both axles.  The 
motor was stripped to remove the armature which was cleaned with particular attention being paid to the 
commutator.  
 
The driver’s footplate is a separate unit which is bolted onto the rear of the locomotive and also supports 
the small controller.  The removal of the footplate proved to be rather problematic as the supporting bolts 
had rusted.  However this difficulty was overcome although the removal of the footplate revealed that rust 
had also affected the metal work between the platform and the main frame of the locomotive.  On a 
positive note though, this exercise allowed access to the brake mechanism.  
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Although only employing 48 volts, the controller essentially works in a similar way to those on the Isle of 
Man Manx Electric Trams; a forward and reversing barrel and a main barrel for controlling the speed.  The 
controller barrel is turned by a handle mounted on the top of the unit with a number of “points” making 
contact with fingers on the barrel. The entire unit has been stripped and cleaned. Re-assembly has 
commenced so that Wasp will be ready to support the Mine Railway during the operating season. 
 
The photograph shows Wasp in action - Tony Wild.   
 

Rhyl Miniature Railway 
 

The railway had a reasonable season in 2015. Our Santa trains went well, and in between times we have 
been carrying out maintenance aimed at keeping everything working. 
 
Last May we loaned our Cagney engine to the Fairbourne Railway for their gala. Since then our diesel loco 
Clara has been twice over to Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway, and in October it is scheduled to go again. 
 

 
 
Recently we have run a museumy project to strengthen our links with the local community and particularly 
with schools. As part of this we have added a learning section to our website which now includes some 
child-friendly interactives. 
 
Our big project has been the rebuild of Red Dragon alias Prince Edward of Wales, which we bought from 
Austin Moss in June 2014. Its new boiler has been made for us by Jim and Helen Shackell and was delivered 
in January. The bogie tender is also new and has been made by our Trustee Justin Bell; it has had many 
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incarnations as regards width and height but has recently been made to match perfectly with the front 
end. The loco wheelsets had a series of problems and we took them to the Ffestiniog Railway Boston Lodge 
Works where they have all been re-tyred. 
 
This locomotive (the major parts of it at least) was built originally by Bassett Lowke in 1909, and was at our 
railway in 1911 when it first opened. A few days ago we steamed it for the first time in its new incarnation. 
So far, it looks as if we have solved some of its problems and not yet others. Such is life with old steam 
locomotives!  
 

 
 
Our Atlantic loco Joan comes to the end of its 10 year boiler life later in 2016. When this has finished we 
will be left with Michael, and the two smaller engines Cagney and Prince Edward of Wales, which will 
probably need to operate together to haul our four car trains. In addition we still have a further new 
locomotive boiler on order, but that’s another story. 
 
The number and profile of our volunteer team gives us concern, but normally just after we most despair 
we get a big turnout and things get done. We look forward to the 2016 season with our new locomotive 
and this time we hope the sun will also be on our side. 
 

Hambleton Valley Miniature Railway 
 
The railway celebrates its 5th anniversary of passenger train running and the opening of its new extension 
on April 30th. 
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Fairbourne Railway-   

 
Centenary of Steam Gala. 
 

Over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend (28th, 29th & 30th May) the Fairbourne Railway will be celebrating 
it’s Centenary of Steam with a major Gala event.  
 
For the first 70 years of its life as a steam railway the line had a gauge of 15 inches between the rails but in 
`1986, following a change of ownership, the whole railway was transformed including having the gauge 
reduced to 12.25 inches and the introduction of all new engines and carriages. The old 15in gauge engines 
were sold off, one even emigrating to Japan!  
 
Now, following the laying of a special section of track, the railway is welcoming home three engines that 
between them span those first 70 years. Count Louis was completed in 1924 for racing driver Count Louis 
Zborowski who at the time was building a private line at his home near Canterbury. After his death whilst 
competing in the Italian Grand Prix at Monza in October of that year, it was sold to the Fairbourne Railway 
in 1925 and was, for many years, the sole steam loco on the railway. This will be Count Louis’ first return to 
the railway since the line was re-gauged.  
 
Katie, completed in 1956 by Trevor Guest Engineering for the Dudley Zoo Railway, and resident at 
Fairbourne from 1965-85, visited the Railway two years ago for a gala and operated over a short length of 
specially laid dual 12.25/15in gauge track.The third loco was built new for Fairbourne in 1916 by 
W.J.Bassett-Lowke of Northampton and carried the name Prince Edward of Wales. At the end of 1923 it 
was swapped for another engine and moved to Llewelyn’s Miniature Railway at Southport, running there 
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for over 40 years. During the 1920s/30s it changed name several times, finally becoming King George. After 
Southport it spent about 15 years in County Durham at the Whorlton Lido Railway before being used 
briefly at the Lightwater Valley Railway. It passed to its current owner in 1994 who then embarked on the 
extended restoration.  
 

 
 
This trip to Fairbourne will be its first outing following restoration.In addition to its special visitors, the Gala 
will  feature an intensive service on its regular running line with all available 12.25 inch gauge locos in use, 
a miniature traction engine rally, model tent and 5/7.25” train rides as well as a many other attractions (all 
attractions are subject to availability)   Murray Dods   Fairbourne Railway Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter prepared and circulated by 
Tony Davies, Short Acres, Tiptoe Road, Wootton, New Milton, Hants, BH25 5SJ  
Tel No – 01425 616622.  
e-mail – dublorunner@gmail.com 
 
All photographs are the copyright of the Railway featured in the article, unless stated otherwise. 
BRITAIN’S GREAT LITTLE RAILWAYS Ltd Registered Office:- Moors Valley Railway, Moors Valley Country Park, Horton Road, Ashley Heath, 
RINGWOOD, Dorset BH24 2ET 
Registered in England & Wales - Company No. 3143331 
BGLR Website – www.bglr.org 
 

And now for our serial  

http://www.bglr.org/
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The Chapel 

Part 2 of 4 

The day dawned, a slight breeze that tickled the falling leaves and sent them scurrying along the pathway 
and scratching at the doors and windows of the bungalow that belonged to the not much longer carriage 
owner. 

We were privileged that the rain held off and the weather a balmy and somewhat mild day vaguely 
overcome by a slight breeze. We rendezvoused at 8 am onwards, the barmy weather warming up quickly 
as the morning progressed and giving us hope that this would portend an easy day. 

Jim, the organiser and owner arrived in good time with his large transporter and its attached crane and 
once having viewed the site drove round through the station complex and positioned behind the bungalow 
below a six foot bank of soil. The carriage was backed up to the soil bank which bought the rear of the 
truck up roughly level of the top of the soil bank. 

Tubes, pipes of sorts, as can be seen in one of the first photographs were placed under the carriage and 
the whole carriage was then hooked by the crane to the lorry and then slowly eased forward by reducing 
the length of the cable. It slowly eased over the four foot high privet fence. To my great releif the hedge 
did return to some semblance of normality and with care and a good talking to I would imagine will, given 
time, recover completely. 

 

The photo above shows the interior of the railway carriage/chapel, this is just prior to its "blocking out" by 
Peter Starr to reduce the impact of the roping on its sides dueing transportation. At the far end of the 
carriage is a timber bench, rustic, hardly a church pew but one of a number left from long ago services now 
fading into the mists of time. Another bench can be seen in the immediate foreground to the right of the 
photograph. The floor as can be seen quite clearly is missing, removed also in the distant past for improved 
preservation of the carriage. Grass grows up through where the floor was. A disused robins nest, the 
cheeky optimistic song bird had long abandoned its nest that was tucked in the far corner of the roof. We 
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still have the nest ready to be re-instated at some future date. Out of thr three lighter planks of timber 
running horizontally across the top of the end of the carriage can be seen the words "Praise Ye The Lord"   

 

This photo shows the carriage on its rollers 

With carriage positioned on stout longitudinal timbers and as it can be seen the hedge forming the 

boundary of the garden is now well flattened by the carriage as it slowly trundles its way over the hedge 

and outwards towards its waiting lorry  
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Slowly but surely it moves towards the waiting lorry 

 

 

Apart from its roping and securing it was then on the next stage of its journey 

I will again suggest that I bring this latest chapter, this latest episode to a close until the next time. It will be 

I trust Chapter three then and more information regarding the history and the travels of this historic 

carriage can be relayed. 

Sun Pennies on the Sea      A Friend of Mortocombe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


